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Anton Korteweg

In Good Time

Your house is full of treasures, it has class.
A room of your own, a quiet street.
Garden, CD, PC, two piebald cats.
Good job. Brainy children, bright.
Pleasant wife. You could go on like this –
even with your parents
things are still right.

In good time, around your thirty-fifth year,
All false ideals, laid bare, went overboard.
Now ten years on you can report
how comfortably discontent you are.

1.Feedingthehungry

2.Refreshingthethirsty

3.Clothingthenaked

4.Buryingthedead

5.Lodgingthetravellers

6.Visitingthesick

7.Comfortingthecaptives

MasterofAlkmaar,TheSevenWorksofMercy,1504.

Panel,101x54cm(eachpanel).Rijksmuseum,Amsterdam.
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Tijdig

Jehuisisvolvanschattenenopstand.

Eenkamervoorjezelf.Rustigestraat.

Eentuin.CD.PC.Tweelapjeskatten.

Eenmooiebaan.Kinderen:goedverstand.

Aardigevrouw.Zokunjenogweldoorgaan.

Zelfsmetjeouders

hebjenogeenband.

Tijdig,omstreeksjevijfendertigste,

hebjejevalseideaalstellingherkend.

Nu,tienjaarlater,kunjemeldendat

jecomfortabelongelukkigbent.

FromStateofAffairs(Standvanzaken.

Amsterdam:Meulenhoff,1991).

TranslatedbyJamesBrockway 8.Beingcomfortably

discontent
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