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The First Replica of the Halve Maen

Helping to celebrate Henry Hudson’s arrival 400 years 

ago on the shores of what is now New York, will be a 

replica of his ship the Halve Maen. This ship has been 

sailing up and down the Hudson River for many years. 

Captain Chip Reynolds witnessed the attack on the 

Twin Towers on September 11 2001 while his Halve 

Maen was moored in the Hudson in New York City. This 

is the second replica of the Halve Maen, after the first 

came to a sad end in upstate New York.

One hundred years ago, in 1909, the city of New York 

organised festivities to celebrate the tricentennial of 

the arrival of Henry Hudson. The Hudson-Fulton cele-

brations of 1909 also commemorated the first sailing of 

Robert Fulton’s steamboat in 1907. A replica of his ship, 

the Clermont, was built. The celebrations lasted for two 

weeks and were one of the highlights of the year.

In 1905, when the Hudson-Fulton celebrations were 

being planned, it was decided to construct a replica of 

the Halve Maen, the ship in which Hudson had crossed 

the Atlantic. The Dutch offered to build the vessel, even 

though the original ship’s plans had been lost. The 

replica which was constructed was based on the plans 

of a sister ship, the Hoop, and the notes of Robert Juet 

and the knowledgeable historians of the Halve Maen. 

The replica Halve Maen, which was built in less than 

six months, arrived in New York in July 1909 aboard the 

freighter Soestdijk. The ship was rigged and made 

ready to sail in New York harbour and up the Hudson. 

On September 25 the official part of the festivities 

started. Impersonators of Henry Hudson and Robert 

Fulton made long speeches about the importance of 

the events. By accident the Halve Maen and the 

Clermont collided, but without doing too much dam-

age. The celebrations were a success. The intention 

was that the ships would find a permanent home in 

New York’s Central Park. That plan came to nothing, 

however, because the mast of the Halve Maen was too 

tall to fit under the Elevated Railroad. 

 Another solution then had to be found, which un-

fortunately changed the destiny of the ship. It was de-

cided that the ship would be berthed at Popolopen 

Creek in Palissades Park near the Hudson, some  

distance north of New York City. The Hudson-Fulton 

Commission imposed some demands: the ship should 

be kept afloat, it should be properly maintained, the 

public should have access to it and it must be available 

for important events. The transfer took place in July of 

1910. About six years later the ship started to suffer 

from neglect and there were complaints. Following a 

period of cold weather the ship’s bow was damaged 

and let in water. The park authorities said that they had 

had to maintain the ship at their own expense and ap-

propriations from the state had been cut. In 1920 the 

Holland Society of New York, an organisation with a 

very exclusive membership of Roosevelts, Vanderbilts 

and other distinguished families of Dutch descent, 

tried to intervene in the Halve Maen’s behalf. The park 

authorities again complained about the cost of upkeep 

and suggested that the Holland Society should donate 

2,300 dollars to raise the ship from the water and place 

it on a concrete base. The Holland Society declined. 

Other attempts to obtain funds from railroad compa-

nies and – again – the New York State Legislature were 

unsuccessful. 

In 1924 the mayor of Cohoes, New York, asked and 

was granted permission to adopt the ship and display it 

in his town. According to some experts, during his ex-
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plorations in 1609 Hudson had sailed as far north as 

Cohoes, a little north of present-day Albany. The ship 

was now the sole responsibility of the town of Cohoes. 

The town installed it on dry land in East Side Park but 

did not actively maintain it. Eyewitnesses speak of the 

wood rotting away. On the evening of September 9 1933 

vandals set fire to the ship. That was the second time  

a journey of a ship named the Halve Maen ended in 

Cohoes. Fortunately, in the late 1980s Andrew Hen-

dricks, a dentist from North Carolina with Dutch roots, 

decided that a second replica should be constructed. 

May it survive at least another one hundred years.

LucasLigtenberg

www.henryhudson400.com

 
 

In Love with the Neighbours 
Opposite
LisaJardine’sEnthusiasmforthe
Seventeenth-CenturyDutchRepublic

Lisa Jardine’s Going Dutch can confidently be described 

as a hymn of praise to the Netherlands. The only dis-

cordant note is on page 232, where she quotes the sev-

enteenth-century English poet Andrew Marvell who 

described Holland as a miserable piece of land created 

by the stubborn Dutch. It was, he wrote, no more than 

the ‘off-scouring of British sand’ … ‘this indigested vom-

it of the Sea’. 

That England, or ‘perfidious Albion’ as we Dutch 

called it, harboured strong anti-Dutch sentiments was 

well known. In 1623 the Dutch had killed a number of 

Englishmen rather unpleasantly in Ambon and this 

‘Amboyna massacre’ was to sour relations between the 

two nations for decades. In the seventeenth century 

England and Holland fought three wars that included 

some extremely bloody sea battles. The thick-skulled 

Dutchmen even had the insolence to sail up the Medway 

in 1667 and destroy part of the English fleet at Chatham. 

The Surveyor of the Navy complained at the time that it 

seemed as if ‘the Devil shits Dutchmen’. In the eigh-

teenth century things were not much better. The 

Dutchman with his ‘boorish manners’ figured consis-

tently in political cartoons as an idle pipe-smoking  

peasant or fisherman. Or as a bloated, over-fed frog. 

But now all of a sudden there is Lisa Jardine, who 

has rediscovered our lowland country and, as Going 

Dutch bears witness, has fallen unconditionally in  

love with it. Lisa Jardine is an English professor of his-

tory at the University of London. She is the author of  

numerous books, including one on the architect 

Christopher Wren and another about the scientist and 

architect Robert Hooke. She is a public figure who sits 

on adjudicating panels, writes reviews in the press,  

gives talks on the radio, appears on TV and is a member 

of several historical councils and committees. In 2008 

she was a visiting research fellow at the Netherlands 

Institute of Advanced Studies in The Hague. 

Going Dutch has been written with great enthusi-

asm. The author loves her subject. Her main theme is 
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